
LET’S GET CELLULAR 
 

Purpose:  Students will interpret the make up of a cell by working in a group to recreate the 

structure of a plant cell and an animal cell. 

 

Science SOL:  Living Systems 5.5  

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:    
1. Paper 

2. Foam balls or other items to represent cytoplasm 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Print attached cards.   

2. Place foam balls in the center of the area to represent cytoplasm. 

 

Directions: 

1. Hand each student a labeled card with one of the parts of a cell on it. 

2. Direct them to where the cytoplasm is. 

3. Have them work cooperatively to create a plant cell. 

4. After they have completed this, or a set time has ended, have them stand still and ask each 

part to raise their hands to check for correctness. 

5. At this time you can also ask what them to tell you the job of the part they hold. 

6. Have students exchange cards for 10 seconds. 

7. Instruct students to create an animal cell. 

8. Review what is the same and what is different. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Make sure their cell wall is outside of their cell membranes and that the outer lining forms a 

rectangular shape. 

2. Make sure the cell wall students and the cytoplasm students know that they are not a part of 

an animal cell, and that the cell membranes are now more circular in shape instead of 

rectangular. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Follow up by having students create a Venn Diagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools 

(WJCCPS), Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson 

can be used and reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  
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